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UPERFLUOUS as it may ſeem at firſt ſight, to 
add to the innumerable liſt of Muſical Publications, 
which, in ſome meaſure, may be ſaid fairly to ſwarm, a 
little reflection will both account and apologize for it,— 
New faſhions in ſounds as well as ſights, ariſe with new 
ſucceſſions of men, and require a ſuitable accommoda- 


tion to their taſtes; and as this has been the caſe from 


the beginning, it is likely to continue to the end, 

Auer the multiplicity of alterations and improve- 
ments, the Science of Harmony has had its ſhare, and as 
that of P/almedy or Sacred Mufic in particular, has been 
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to abridge it of this privilege ; its Auron and ſubjecto 
are infinite ; and as new generations of people call for new 
and different modulations of ſtile in this, as well as other 
muſical compoſitions, the obſcure Author of the fol- 
lowing work has made it his capital endeavour to adapt 
that of the preſent to the diſtinguiſhing taſte of the age, 
ſo far as the nature of religious worſhip would eicher 
admit of, or demand, If, therefore, the pains and ex- 
pence of this undertaking ſhould chance to meet the 
approbation of the more ſerious and ſenſible judges of 
this ſpecies of compoſition, the Author's purpoſe is ſo 


varied ia common with every other art, it would be ablage 


( ix 


in that, while he has aimed at their amuſement, their 
| liberality has not been wanting to his advantage. 
Havmo thus far apologized for my own ſhare in this 
matter, I ſhall now take the liberty of proceeding a ſtep 
farther, and begin with this general propolition, fo univer- 
ſally known and acknowledged : Mac at preſent, and in 
all ages, has been much debaſed, by being ſet to obſcene 
and impious ſongs, and many there are, who would 
rather hear ſuch muſic, than the moſt ſacred Oratorio, 
or the grandeſt Te Dewn performed ; but though they 
receive no pleaſure from divine harmony, others may be 
benefited by it ; for, as Mr. Herbert ſays of divine poetry, 


A tune may catch him who u ſermon flies, 
And turn delight into a ſacrifice. 


Though by ſome, this part of religious worſhip is much 
ridiculed, but what their real objeftion, is to me wn- 


knows; for, 1s plalm-finging unlawful in irfelt ? or, I. 


| thouſands all at one time to be able to form a grand 


any one ſay, (bleſſed with a diſtinguiſhing ear) that 
the melody of a ſingle inſtrument, well performed, is 
not pleaſing ; or that the combination of ſeveral in- 
ſtruments, well performed and varied by different 
* movement and modulation, is not more ſo; then if 
ve riſe to words well ſet and ſung, accompanied with 
= | does not this amount to a reaſonable en- 
* tainment ?” 5 

Bur to carry muſic to its higheſt point, does not what 
we call a grand Te Deum, performed by a great number 
of voices and inſtruments, lift our hearts to Heaven ? 
Surely it is one of the prerogatives of mankind, for 


chorus of praiſe and thankſgiving to the great and 
bountiful Ca tar of all things, by the help of muſic, 
with ſuch regularity and exattneſs, as if they had all 
one car, one eye, one foul ! 

Discs ves, ſays, in his Compendium of Muſic, that 
* of all ſounds, the human voice is the moſt grateful, 


it unlawful to ſing in concert? Dr. Nara lays, Can 


* becauſe it holds the greateſt conformity to our ſpirits, 


ö 


and (no doubt) is the beſt of muſic, if compo 
« expreſſed in perfection.“ Dr. Simpſon ſays, that of 
all muſic, that ought to have the precedence which is 
«* deſigned to ſing and found forth the praiſe and glory 
* of the incomPrEntnsaBLeE Sourct, Sovi, Exvencr, 
* and Auruon of all created harmony.” 

To this intent, Hymns, Pſalms, Anthems, &c. are ſet 
and ſung in muſic, (of which no one can be igno- 
rant, that frequents either our cathedrals or pariſh 
churches,) ſome of which are compoſed in plain counter- 
point, others in figurative deſcant, with points, figures, 
Hucopes, & c. 


ſed and 


muſic, I have made the ſeuor the principal part, and 


In divine uſe, muſic claims a pre eminence above all 
other mathematical ſciences, as being immediately em- 
ployed in the higheſt and moſt noble offices that can be 
performed by men and angels. 

In the following Introduction I have been as conciſe 
as the nature of the ſubject would admit, as long 
Introductions tend more to perplex the Learner than in- 
ſtrut him, 1 have likewiſe, for the ſame reaſon, 
made uſe of only the F and G cliffs, in the following 
plalms and anthems»—and, as is uſual in pariſh-church 


placed it next the baſs. 
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Of the Scart, er Ganvur. 


HE natural ſcale, ſays Mr. Helden, has been, and 

always will be, the ſame in all ages and countries. | 
It ſeems to be one of thoſe laws which the great Auro 
of nature preſcribed to himſelf, in the formation of the 
human mind, that ſuch certain degrees of found ſhould 
conſtitute muſic. But the names, by which thele ſounds 
or degrees have been diſtinguiſhed, and the ways of re- 
preſenting them in writing, have been quite arbitrary, | 
and undergone many alterations. 

Ir is very remarkable, that in muſic, where ſuch | 
infinite variety is found, the whole ſcale ſhould conſiſt 
of no more than ſeven lounds, or degrees in diatonic ſuc- 
cefſion : theſe are diſtinguiſhed by the ſeven following 
etc, wan, C, I, E, F, G. A, B, which arc cell, d the 
gamut ; if we proceed further, it muſt be by repeating 
B z 


the firſt letter over again, and ſo on with the reſt in the 
above order, and theie are called faves, 

Ir we begin with any other letter of the ſcale, as G 
for inſtance, then we ſhall have G, A,B, C. D, E, F, 
and then C comes over again, See the ſcale in plate 1. 

The wie of the ſcale is to ſhew the degrees by which 
a voice, natural or artificial, may aſcend or deſcend, 
and is of the fame uſe in muſic, as the alphabet is to 
| ſpeech, It is to be oblerved, that theſe degrecs are not 
all of an equal ze, tome of them are nearly double the 


| others; the largeſt are called zones, and the ſmalleſt 


ſemitones, Tlie ſemitones arc to be Jound between B 


| and C, and E and F, unlets removed by fats or ſharps, 


See exomple 2, plate 1, It has been aired beiore, that 
as every i letter is the lone n HOmmnation, 1 ut is 
the fame in its Georer of found, whether we reckon up- 


ward or downward, See the ſcale, pinit be 
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Of naminc the Dronkzs or Sounds. 


IT is obſerved, that the human voice expreſſes a ſound 
beſt, when it pronounces ſome word or ſyllable, for 
which reaſon, the following ſix were formerly uſed, viz. 
ut, re, md, fe, ſol, la, but at preſent we uſe no more 
than four, viz. mi, fa, ſol, la, which are applicable to 
the notes of the ſcale, in example 2, plate 1. 

Rewennrn, in aſcending above mi, we have twice 
fa, ſol, la; and below mi, twice la, ſol, fa. Example 3, 
plate 1. 

Aut for placing mi, by flats The natural place 
for avi is in B, but if « flat is fer on B, it excludes wi 
ſrom B to E; if a flat is fet on E, then ui falls on A; 
if A is flat, then mi comes on D, &c. Example 4, plate 1. 

Ir mi is removed by harps, the laff ſharp is always mi. 
Example $, plate 1. 


07 — the Diaatts of Sounn, 


Tut Learner muſt practiſe the gamut, both aſcending 


and deſcending, (plate 1, example 2,) till the proper 
ſound of cach awe becomes familiar to him, He ſhould 


likewiſe take all opportunities of accompanying thoſe 


who are more expert; for when he has once acquired 
the method of ſinging the gamut perfectly true, he will 
hardly ever ſing it remarkably falſe ; for this purpoſe, a 
well-runed voice is the moſt proper accompanyment for 
a vocal performer, 

Wurx, by frequent practiſing the gamut, as directed 
above, the proper ſound of each note becomes familiar 
to the learner, he may then move by larger leaps, and 
by this means become able to give the proper ſound to 
— that may be required. Example 1, 

2. 

Surrost it was required, after the key, to ſound the 
34, 4th, 5th, or 6th,—firſt run up the ſtep of the ſeale 
from the key to the note required, as faſt as poſſible, then 
join the firſt and /aft notes together, omitting the ſhore 
notes between, The ſame method muſt be uſed from the 
key downward, Example 1, plate 2. 


ö &@ Rove 
(Plate 2, example 2.) 


Tur v are fo called, becauſe they open to us the mean. 
ing of every tune or leſſon, and alſo diſtinguiſh che dif. 


| ferent parts, whether baſs, tenor, or treble, They are 


a | 


prefixed at the beginning of every ſtaff of lines. The | 
firſt is the F or baſs cliff, and is generally placed on the 
fourth line from the bottom.—The ſecond is the Cor 
tenor cliff, is a fifth above F, and is placed on any of the 
lines except the fifth.——The third, and laſt, is the G or 
_ #reble cliff; this is a fifth above C, and is generally 
placed on the ſecond line from the bottom. Theſe cliffs 
are all of them occaſionally removed, to prevent the uſing 
of ledger lines. 


Of NorzEs end their LENOT ASG. 


Tura are ſix notes moſtly in uſe, viz. the ſemibreve, 
which expreſſes the longeſt duration of time among our | 
modern characters, and may be eſtecmed a meaſure which 
regulates all the reſt. Example 3, plate 2.— I he minim 
denotes half the time of the ſemibreve—-The crotche! 
half the time of the minim—The guever half the time 
of the crotichet——The emiquaver halt the quaver—T he 
demi-ſemiquaver half the femiquaver z; or they may be 
taken in another manner. See the ſcale, exam, g, plate 3. 


Of Mester CHARACTERS, 


( Exampie I, Plate 2.) 


| any note it is ſet before half a tone lower. In the ſame 
manner all flats placed at the beginning of the five lines, 
link all the notes that fall on that line or ſpace through 


| the piece. 


2. A ſbayp, on the contrary, raiſes the note half a 
tone before which it is ſet ; and when they are placed at 
the beginning of the five lines, they raiſe all the notes 
that happen on the line or ſpace throughout the whole 
piece, | 

3. A natural ſometimes bears the property of a ſharp, 
and is uſed to contradict thoſe flats and ſharps, in order 
to replace the notes in their natural order. 

4. A flur, in vocal muſic, ligniſies that ſo many notes 
are to be lung io one ſyllable, 

g. A diret!, or guide, placed at the end of the five 
lines, fcrves to ſhew the line or ſpace the next note ſtands 
on, in the next five lines, 

C. A bold, placed over or under the note, fignifics 
that ſuch now mult be held fomewhat longer, at the 
diſcretion of the performer,-The ſame chatacter is 
ſometimes placed over the lait or clofing note, and is 
then called a ct. This often happens, when the piece 
ends with the lit, or one of the middle tens, 


1, A fat is a mark of contraction, and is uſed to fink 


( wv ] 


7. A repeat Ggnifes a repetition from that place only | 


where it is ſet. 
8. A fingle bar divides the time in muſic into equal 
9. A double bar, which is frequent in pſalmody, is to 


dotted on both ſides, it ſignifies each part is to be re- 
peated. 

A trill, or ſhake, is the fineſt grace in muſic, and ge- 
nerally coſts the pertormer the moſt pains to acquire 
it, The Singer, who would wiſh to attain this capital 
qualification, of executing a ſhake in perfection, muſt 
begin by ſounding any two contiguous notes of the ſcale 
Nlowly, increaſing in quickneſs as his voice grows more 
flexible, See plate 3, example 2. 

Wuixn a point, ſpeck, or dot is placed after any 
note, it makes it half as long again ; when this is added 
to a ſemibreve, it makes that note as long as three minims, 
one m as long as three cratcbers, and fo on. Ser plate 
2, ant 4. 


Tit, or Mz. 


Tu4r part of muſic which is called time, is as necel- 


ſignify the end of the ſtrain. When the dowble bar is 


| 


| thelaft, See plate g, example 9, The quickeſt of all by 
which is ſeldom wicd, but in church mulic. 


| of common time, as 


ſary to be known as tune, by reaſon no one can perform 
in concert, or even alone, without a true notion of it. 
It is divided by bers, and each bar contains either two, 
three, or four parts, and is diſtinguiſhed by common time, 
and triple time.—Commoy time is when there are two or 
four equal notes or parts in a bar. See example 5, plate 3. 
— Triple time is when there are but three equal notes or 
parts in a bar. Example 6, plate g. 

Tus ſloweſt movement in common time is diſtinguiſhed 
by this mark C and is generally fet to grave or folemn 
muſic.— The next in degree of quickneſs is marked 
thus ( and is ſomewhat faſter ; the quickeſt of all 
by this D or this 2, the laſt contlins only two 
crotchets in a bar, — 5. 6 % and 8, plate 3. 

Triple time is diſtinguiſhed by this mark 3 This ex- 
preſſes the Nowelt movernent, and contains three minims 
in a bar, It is frequently uſed in plalmody, and other 
grave and folemn compoſitions. The next is 3 and con- 
tains three cratchers in a bar, and is much quicker than 


Tusa are other kinds of 1riple time, as 2 And 


% but ſhall omit explaining them, 
ay being ſorcigu 10 ihe — lubjed, 


[ 


07 KEEPING Tiur.—Commen Time. 


Krrrixc of time is to give every particular note its 
due meaſure. To effect this, it is cuſtomary to make 
uſe of conſtant motion of either the hand or foot; but 
here I ſhall treat principally of the hand, and firſt, of 
flew common time, or four in a bar. Here it is to be ob- 
ſerved, the hand, at the firſt half part of cach bar, beats 
twice down, and at the laſt half part of the bar, twice 
up. See plate 4, example 1. 

Warn the Learner, by practice, has made this low 
time of four in a bar pretty tamiliar to him, he may pro- 
ceed to the quicker moods of time, or the barred ( or 
D in which he ſhould begin with only two motions, v2. 
putting the hand down at the beginning of the bar, and 
raiſing it at the middle, then down at the beginning of 
the next bar, and ſo on, See plate 4, example 2 and 3. 


Of Txnrpsyn Tut. 


Tut method of beating #riple lime, or three in a bar, 
is to put the hand down with two motions lor the two 
firſt rotes, and raiſe it for the lait note; this ſhould 
be practifed until the learner can pciioim the motions in 
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equal time, after which he will find but little difficulty 
in conforming to any meaſure, whether longer or ſhorter, 
by making the motions flower or quicker. See plate 4, 
exam le 4 and 5, 

IT is to be obſerved, that both in common and triple 
time, the hand or foot muſt be down at the firſt note in 
every bar; and all odd notes before the bar, muſt be 


performed with the hand or foot up. 


Of SyxcoraTiON, or a Drrvinc Nor, 


To ſyncope, or drive a note, has its uſes in melody, for 
its expreſſion and taſte of ſinging, but its principal uti-, 
lity is in the harmony for the practice of diſcords, The 
nature is as follows :—- When, after ſome ſhorter note, 
which begins the meaſure, or halt-meaſure, there fol. 
lows two, three, or more notes of longer duration, before 
another ſhort note, to make the number even, the lame 
as that which began the ſyncopation, As where an 
odd crotelet comes before a minim, or a quaver before 
a ereichet, the method of perſorming this is, to divide 
the largeſt notes into two of the ſmaller; if a minim, 
divide it into two rechts, if a cotchet, divide it into 
[WO quatery, See plate 4, example C. 
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Of Kr end Movrs. 


On theſe depend the air and effect of all muſical com- 
poſitions. It is the former of thoſe which governs and 
regulates every degree, or found, above and below it ; 
it alſo connects together ii · a different parts of every piece 
of muſic, and ſhould be conſtantly kept in mind. It is 
the laſt note of the baſs, which is the foundation of all 
the other parts; and in all kinds of muſical compoſi- 


tions, the expeRtation of it never ceaſes, till ſome pro- 


per ſucceſſion of notes occur, leading to, and terminat- 
ing upon it. It is not peculiar to « few tuncs only, but 
is common to all. 

Tuent arc but two keys which are properly called 
natural, wiz, C, the ſharp and cheerful key, and A, the 
flat and melancholy key, Plate 4, example 75 and B. But 
we arc not confined to theſe π˙ keys only, for any other 
note of the ſcale may be ſubſtituted for 4 try nate, by 
whog flats or ſharps at the beginning of the five lines, 
which change the place of the B wi, (as is ſhewn, on 
ample 4 and 5, plate 1.) Thee arc called artificial, and 
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Or Mops, there are properly only -a, viz. the 
major and the miner. Of the major mode, the 3d, 6th, 
and yth of the key ought always to be mejor; for the 
ſame reaſon, the gd, Gch, and yth in the minor mode 
ought to be minor ; but this rule holds good only in 
deſcending from the key, for in aſcending to the key, the 6th 
and yth muſt be ſharp in the miner, as well as in the 
major. See example 9. plate 4. 


Some few CauTiONs will not be unneceſſary to the Learner. 
In the firſt, he ſhould endeavour to avoid all unnatural 
habits ; ſuch as making wry faces, or forcing the ſaund 
through his noſe, or finging through the teeth, The 
poſition of the head is abſolutely neceſſary in ſinging, 
which ſhould be always kept erect ; for it is impoſſible 
for any perſon to fing with his chin inclining to his 
| breaſt ; therefore it would be very proper in ſinging gal. 
leries, to have ſome contrivance to raiſe the books, juſt 
when the ſingers want to uſe them, and then taken away 
till wanted again, This would enable the fingers to per, 
form with caſc and pleaſure, and conſequently n great 


hd provement to all vocal performances, 
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In time of dread he ſhall me hide 
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Who is the man that would live long, 
And lead a happy life: 

See thou refrain thy tongue and lips 
From all deceit and ſtrife. 
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Turn back thy face from doing ill, 
And do the godly deed: 
Enquire tor peace and quietneſs, 
And follow it with ſpeed. 
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